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June 19, 2001

Mr. Larry R. Dreihaup
P. E. Division Adrninistrator
Fede ral Highway Adrnini stration
Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 17T100
Atlanta, GA. 30303

G\ail+^

W. JEE PATTERStrN, JR.
ATToRNEY Ar LAw (Retired)

c6:sxxxr{lIf5l>rixrrsrr:ao<ErxDtmrcr< 38 6Z lIUe Prado
MAEON, GEORGIA ATZc,( ,

/sg

Re. Forest Hill Road
Proiects 8 & 9

Dear Mr. Dreihaup;

The purpose of this letter is to seek assistance frorn the tr'DOT, I
assurne you are farnilar with the concept as Fedetal funding is avail-
abLe. Notwithstanding I attach hereto a description of the projects,
Should fruition resuLt, the ultirnate darnage that horneowners will
sustain will be crucial and devastating. Georgia DOT contends more
Lanes safer Oriving. If that were true Aiianta would be a haven for
safe driving which, unfortunateLy, is not true.

Attached hereto is a staternent of cornrnents on tlee proposed concept
which is self-explanatory. ShouLd you find any false staternent, please
advise. No repLy I will assurne the assesslrrents are accurate, true
and proper.

One final staternent quoting Justice Louis Brandeib of the United States
Suprerne Court: rrExperience should teach us to be rnore on guard to
protect liberty when the Governrnent purposes are beneficial.... The
greatest danger to liberty lurk in insidious encroachrnent by rnen of
zeal, well-rrreaning but without understanding. rr Political prerogative
can be an instrument of destruction, and an erosion that is injurious
to the welfare and health of the people. Nothing is easier thin glib
enthusiasm to spend rnoney because of its availability. W'hat is the
road irnprovement program all about? MONEY. Money to spend at the
e>rpense of real property owners, and the health of peopLe.

.:,

My thanks to you for listening.

spect 1lv
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ANI.{OUNCtrMENT:

The Macon-Bibb County Road'Improvement Program and DOT
wiil conduct 4ublic Meeting-J- at

Springdale Elementary S.tttl[g.tt.d 
"t 

4965 Ntttbti{.
ffig*"wi11discussForestHillRcadirnprorrements.
Displays, program offieials and engineers will be present to assist

in discussing the prcject. Fcr additional information, please

contact Ste*re Duval. of the Macon-Bibb Countv Road

Improvement Program at 47 8-75 5-0000'

Moreland Altobelli Associates, Inc,' Program Marwger
9 1 2n55-0000 Fax 744-0778

Project No. Description of Proj ect

s240-8&9 Forest Hill Road

B Wimbish Road to Northside Drive. Three (3)

lanes urban, with curb & gutter, sidewalks on one

side, and storm drainage.
r\ Forsyth Road to V/imbish Road. Four (4)

divided, urban, curb & gutter, sidewalks,

storrn drainage

Iot o
ICT,II\/

and



W. .JCIE PATTERSDN' JR.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
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MACON, GEORGIA 3l2Ol
3862 The Prado

April 28, 2000
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It appears that the prirnary purpose of the Northwest Parkway
Project i's to direct traffic to the Macon Mal1 by increasing lanes on
said roads frorn two to four, This is an unreasonatLe assurrr.ption as
people wanting to go to the rnall wi1l travel just as fast and as often
as they desire on the current two lane'roads. Thus it is an urlw?rs.",,
ranted conclusion that four lanes wiLl increase and rrrove traffic
faster.to the mall-. lTwo lane roadway is no deterrenti The current
design exceeds the bounds of sound reasoning, accountability, pru-
dence, and is totally illogical. The design masquerades as progrdss
when in fact it is retro-prbgress. Traffie control lights are the in-
hibitor to the moverrrent of traffic.. This is an axiorn whether the
said roads are two or four lanes. In either instaase , the tirne e1e-
rnent to the mall is cornparable.

The two i.ane roads have moved vehicular traffic safely and
adequately for the past century, and will continue rnoving trafflc
for the next twenty-five years notwithstanding a prognosticatorrs
speculation of traffic increase by extrapolation. A monstFey5 lanes
increase is not warranted wh.ere the alleged traffic increasdfspecu-
lative and reverberated tirrre and tirne again by special interest group
who stands'to profit therefrorn.

, and unwarranted in
that it creates rnore problerns and dangerous conditions than it
solvcs. More lanes will inevltably result in rnor'e wrecks, personal
injuries, itrcrease in crirne, decrease in property value, higher in-
surance ra!.es, road discourtesy, death knell to the aesthetics of the
area, dang'€rous driving conditions, increase noise.frorn tractor-
traile'r rigs, pollution; safety of children in yards, walking on slde-
wa1ks, if, avaiLabLe, exiting frorn schooL busses, crossing rnultiple
lanes 6ioing to and frorn school and church, future rnainteuance and
a great financial burden and responsibility on the ctty, county and
ta>r.payers, assurning said governrnents agencies rnaintaig said roads
ln good and adequate condition for smooth and com-fortable riding,
excluding ruts, pothol.es and depressions. It is no rnisnorner to'
classify sorne of the roads in the city and county asItTrail of Tearstt.

;' ..

After thought subsequent to the consequences of drtvi,rlg lrrespon-
sible which results in injuries to the person and property and death
is rc virtue. For a benefit there rnust 'be a favorable result. Increased
lanes would be an unrnitigated e:cploitation of resldential prope.rty
without justifiable publlc benefit, and an increase.in envirornental problems.
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Macon is at the pivotal point of being in violation of federal
clean-air standards. The Chairrnan of the Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority, Joel Cowan, advised Macon and Bibb County officials
thaitrrMacori is very close to joining those rnetro Atlanta in failing
federal air standardsrt. (Macon Tel.egraph) More lanes, rnore
traffie, higher and reckless speed, thus more poLlution and toxic
elrposure, lnd rr:.ore health problerns.

'Widening said roads will create an enviroment irnpait that is
harmful, hostile, and dangerous to good heaLth. It ineluctably will
produce rnore noise, rnore srr:og, dangerous driving conditions,
and rnore pollution. rrThe exposure to rnore pollution rnay be a
contributbqf factor to children suffering fro::n asthrna:'rCarbon
rnonoxide level adjacent to a busy freeway or highway can be rnany tirnes
higher than the city wide averagerr. (Macon Telegraph quoting
frorn p rofes s ional authority)

The design widening said roads is not vital to the econorny of
the city or county. It willbe a futuie tax burden on the ta:iryayers.
The construction cost for the increased lanes could and shpgld b"
directed to benefit other necessitous, urgent and pressing avenue
of endeavor including the current disintegrated, neglected, crurnbled.,
and otherwise dilapihated roads, streets and sidewalks in the city
and county.' Now is the tirrre to improve that which has been neglected
for the past-.decade if not longer.

The current design is arbitrary, capricious, and contravenes
reasonable irnplernentation of the road irnprovernent prograrn.
Lanes in excess of two creates doubt, skepticisrn, and suspicion
in the eyes of the taxpaying: public. Such constitutes publiq aversion.
Bigger is not necessarily better. Incidentally, the word "improvett,
a verb, is defined as follows: ilto grade and drain (a road.) and apply
surfacing rnaterial @tt. (Websterrs Ninth New
Collegiate Dictionary) 

;,.,

The frequently used terrnrrmoving traffic' is rnerely jhetoric
in an atternpt to justify the spending of availabLe rnoney to .iliden
roads when in fact rnoney could be rnore wisely spent repaii:ing and
irnproving current roads and sidewalks,that are in a deplorable
condition. The road prograrn has not offered any reasonable tenet
in the way of ernpirical proof that wider roads rnoves traffic faster
and safer. Traffic control lights inhibits the faster theory. More
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vehicle crashes occur on rnultiple lanes than two lane roads.
Atlanta is a good exarnple and the same is true in less congested.
cities because of speed and following too close.r'Since l99l
crashes and injuries in heetro Atlanta have increased by nearLy
50 per.cent. In 1998, 571 people died incar wrecks, and 7I,347.
peopLe were injured - nearly 2003er day't. (Associated Press)

ItPedestrian fatalities in Fulton County betweenr.l994 and 1998
were 140; DeKalb Countv 1n4. This constitutes l3 percdnt
pedestrian fatality rate at the cost of speed 3.nd wide_J'oadsr'.
(Atlanta Constitution, August 15, 1999) The average stopping
distance of cars on dry level pavement going 45 rniles per hour
is 154 feet; l25 feet going 40 miles per hour, and 188 feet going
50 rniles per hour. At speed of 45 MPH a car travels 49 feet before
your foot touches the brakes amd 105 feet before the car cornes to
a conrplete stop. At 40 MPH a car travels 44 feet before touching
the brakes and 8l feet before corning to a complete stop. ,'

.dAccofng to a report issued by the Surface Transportatio4
Policy Project on deaths attributed to aggressive driving (not
counting alcohol and drug related types) lrMacon has far higlrer
rate of aggressive driving deaths per cne hundred thousand people
than Columbus or Savannafr. Higher.than congested road-tangled .'t i:

Atlanta. lvfuch.higher (can you believe) New York City'r. (Macon'
Telegraph)'

PubIic';criticism of the road irnprovernent program should
not go un-noticed. The public disdalnfulness ls appropriately ex-
pressed as quoted in sundry articles.

ItThe ideathat anyone, at any leve1 of government, can plan how
peopLe will or should live 10, 25 or 50 years in the futureis
ridicuLousr'. (Perspectlve, Macon TeLegraph)

trBigger and wider is not necessarily better. Narrower and rrrore
congested can actually be faster and a lot rnore pleasanttt.':..,rMacon
Telegraph) ;.,'

:'.trThe illusion of free federal rnoney, Pool wrote recently, l(an
Econornists).,.leads to decisions that would not have been taken
were the Local agency having to make the rnost cost-effective use
oi it" own resources....The idea that people in Washington can
plan a national road systern is utter nonsenserr. ( U.S. News and
World Report)
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Gabriel Roth, author of Roads in a fufarket Econo*y, calls the
current.system (road improvernent) a trrecipe for wasteil.

trrt seerns our road prograrn is rnore concerned with how rnuch
concrete it can pour than witti the'wishes of the citizens who are
paying.for part of the pouring.... w'e must save suburbia from
too much concretett. (Macon Telegraph)

ttw'hen'the current projects were first proposed, r seern to rec. 1r
the slogan, Progress not.Potholes. The rape of neighborhoods is
not progress. Nor selling the soul of a city for state and federal
funds. W'hat it arnounts to is a forced eviction of rnany famiLiesrr.
(Letter to Editor;by a Cbllege Professor, Macon Telegraph)

rrMoreland AltobeLli is here to heip us spend rnoney on roads.
Neither econorny nor aesthetics seern a part of Lts rnission.
w'idening Forest Hlrl Road from two to a rnaxirnurn of six (fiow
four)lanes is econornically unsound, wasteful, darnaging to heaLth
and property, and a destruction of the aesthetics of the arear..,
(Ltr. to Editor, Macon Tel.egraph)

Itcontrary to poplar opinion, not all growth, even job growth, is 'good. Exciting projects like New Town Macon and ocrnulgee Green-
way are c.runterbalanced by unehecked'construction, business
expansion"ah'd road building and widening projects destroy the
envirornent,-.displace people, create pollution and promote con-
sumption at':ever-increasing leve1s to the detrlrnent of the well-
being of the'comrnunity and all its inhabltantsrt, (Minister, article
in Macon Telegraph)

chief Justice Marshall:'1rrhe power to ta,x involves the power to
destroyT Paraphrasing in part Thomas Jefferson: rrA rnary's
freedorqand property are never rnore in jeopardy than when con-
gress is in sessionrr, and I will add when poLiticians have federal
and state funds to spend in accordance with and direction of the
respective governrnental agencies.

,Nothing is easier than e:rpenditure of public funds.. .. The ternp-
tation is overwhekning to bestore it on somebodyrt. f presidbnt
Calvin Coolidge)
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Givlng due, reasonable and adequate eonsideration to the issues
involved, it is readily perceptible that the design widening said roads
to four (or three) lanes is out of sync with cornrnon sense and pru-
dence. The overrlding conslderation is rnoney and dictatorial rnan-
dates frorn the Federal and State Department of Transportation.
The growth of big governrnent is the power to destroy the will of
the people. Let us not secund to the forrner.

Think about it.

I
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\zfr. Larry R. Dreibaup, P.E. Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth Street, SW

suite 17T100
Atlant4 GA 30303

RE: Proposed projects 8 and 9, Forest HillRoad, Macon, Georgia

Dear Sir:

As a longtime resident of the Forest Hill Road area of Macon, I feel it is my

responsibility to express my serious concerns over the proposed projects 8 and 9

referenced a6ove. the impact of the "preferred alternative" on the 39 residents fronting

Forest Hill Road and the hundred3 of residents on either side is unacceptable. Please

consider the following points:

" The four-lane segment from Wimbish Road to Vineville will drastically alter the

residential character ofthe area
o The closure of Overlook Avenue, The Prado and Drury Drive would create undue

congestion inthe Riverdale, Aibermarle, Belvedere and Ridge Avenue and cause

delay! in the arival of police and emergency services.

c The encouragernent of traffic through Northside Drive to I-75 is a much better

altemative as an arterial thoroughfare due to the fact that the residential impact

would be much less in this scenario.
o Forest Hill Road should be modified to addturn lines and sidewalks to decrease

congestion and to provide non-vehicular alternatives.

The most dangerous result of the proposed concepts is the damage suffered by owners of
real property contiguous to Forest Hill Road, surrounding sub-divisions, environmental

impict, health problems, due in part to choking, air pollution, and destruction of home

life in a peaceful neighborhood. Good health is a priceless institution. The following
are cognitive facts. Environmental impact is a multifarious terrn, and, under the current

concepts, includes the following: more lanes, more wrecks, increased speed, personal

injuries or deaths, increased crime, decreased real property value, higher insurance rates,

road discourtesy and rage, loss of trees, dnngerous driving conditions, increased noise

fromtractortrailer rigs, pollutionwhich increases the instance of disease, safety of
children exiting school buses and having to cross multiple lanes, and crossing multiple
lanes going to anri from schooi and church.

Ifthis project is approved, the philosophy of sacrificing established residential areas to
urro**odate suburban rpru*f *o,rld be reinforced; the heart of Macon, and the quality

of life in mature residential areas would be further eroded. Thank you in advance for
your decision not to approve this plan!

//4

4-tSincerely, NqT"' g/;e/.- y, U<:
Address: (c/ 4z'&4\,

Yna-(P-'*, &'- ? t *z-to
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Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

'Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?
r/^

/VC

Do you understand the proiect after attending this meeting?

please share your suggestions ou improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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//<June 7,2001

Mr. HarveyD. Keepler
State Environmental./Location Engineer
Georgia Department of Transportation
3993 Aviation Circle
Atlant4 GA 30336

RE: Proposed projects 8 and 9, Forest Hill Road, Macon, Georgia

Dear Sir:

As a longtime resident of the Forest llill Road area of MacorU I feel it is my
resporsibility to express my serious concerns over the proposed projects 8 and 9

referenced above. The impact of the "preferred alternative" on the 39 residents fronting
Forest Hill Road and the hundreds of residents on either side is unacceptable. Please

consider the following points:
. The four-lane segment from Wimbish Road to Vineville will drastically alter the

residential character ofthe area.

. The closure of Overlook Avenue, The Prado and Drury Drive would create undue

congestion in the Riverdale, Albermarle, Belvedere and Ridge Avenue and cause

delays in the arrival of police and emergency services.
- The encoriragement of traffrc through FJorthside Drive to I-75 is a mrch better

alternative as an arterial thoroughfare due to the fact that the residential impact
would be much less in this scenario.

o Forest Hill Road should be modified to addturn lines and sidewalks to decrease

congestion and to provide non-vehicular alternatives.
The most dangerous result ofthe proposed concepts is the damage suffered by owners of
real property contiguous to Forest HillRoad, surrounding sub-divisions, environmental
impact, health problems, due inpart to choking, air pollution, and destruction of home

life in a peaceful neighborhood. Good health is a priceless institution. The following
are cognitive facts. Environmental impact is a multifarious terrrl and, under the current
concepts, includes the following: more lanes, more wrecks, increased speed, personal

ir{uries or deaths, increased crime, decreased real properfy value, higher insurance rates,

road discourtesy and rage, loss of trees, dangerous driving conditions, increased noise

from tractor trailer rigs, pollution which increases the inslanse of disease, safety of
children exiting school buses and having to cross multiple lanes, and crossing multiple
lanes going to and from school and churcb.

If this project is approved, the philosophy of sacrificing established residential areas to
accommodate suburban sprawl would be reinforced; the heart of Macon, and the quality
of life in mature residential areas would be firrther eroded. Thank you in advance for
your decision not to approve this plan!

Name: 33/az/*- V /2=-t
Address: 06 4 -4az.n*, 7L)z- )K4'

7(z-e--*. -A*'. Jta-t a

Sincerely,



Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRINT

STP-3213(1) and STP-3213(3yBRlvILB€2r3(s)
Bibb County

P.I. Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351135

/ls
Name
Address

Do you support the project?

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? -V A ,
If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to y6ur community

IIow did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper

Sisns Word of Mouth

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

-Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? h t <

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? h a 
=\,J

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT couducts public meetings?

<h ',4 ,s ,



STP-3213(1) aud STP'3213(3yBRMLB€213(s)
Bibb County

P.L Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351 135

Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRJNT

Name
A.ddress

Do you support the project?

Comments

V," r,. S, .Pl- v- J c- Signs'l uu-
l yo/t c* :

__/
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to a.ttend.? 7 e-S

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community

TVas the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? V e-J

If uo, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnei? J Ln

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?

.t-7 ,

How did you hear about this meeting? Radio
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Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card'

PLEASE PBTNT

STP-3213(1) and ST?-3213(3yBRMLB-3213(s)
Bibb County

P.I. Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351 135

//{

Nam.e
Address

//i, er

Do you support the Project?

IIow did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper

Signq Word of Mouth

::_v
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? V'e. < -

If uo, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community

Was thetime of the meeting convenient for you to attend? s-<s
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

Were yaur questions answered by the DOT personnel?

Do you.ulderstand the project after attending this meeting? - ,1,/0 ][ do ,A S og- Hr- U".,

please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?



Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRWT

STP-3213(1) and STP-3213(3)/BRl![,8-3213(5)
Bibb County

P.[. Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351135

/ tl((
Name
Address

Do you sppport the proiect? NO
Comments T1r; .ea.,,a-

or^.lNf
?ry tJ t(Z

Word of Mouth

O Uet
0 ae,4 I t r\ l-, K,J NewspaperIIow did you hear about this meeting? Radio

Siens ,/L;ffi
Was the location of the meeting convenient for you io attend?

ff no, please suggest a general location that is more couvenient to your community

'Was the time of the meetiug convenient for you to attend? t 
{ 

€r<
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

o 2 Vt

vrtJrr @ 2o-

'Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? f Ul '

e share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia pOT conducts public meetings?

Q r o uL\,",-
Pleas
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Georgia D epartment of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

STP-3213(1) and STP-3213 (3)/BRMLB-3213(O
Bihb County

P.L Nunrbers- 350520 and 351130/351135

/(7PLEASE PRII'IT

Name
Address

Do you sgPPortthe Proiect?

Comments |bp &rs

Newspaper

Word of Mouth

:,*r you to attend? iF - 'ta .-

attend?

\il/gr.e varrr cuestiogs answeredYY w^v JvB. rlEYv!^-

Do you understaud the Proiect

by the DOT Personnel?

after attending this meeting?

please share your suggestions on irnproving the way Georgia DoT conducts public meetings?
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Georgia D epartment of Transportation
Publie Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRII,IT t48
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Address
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v,Jhic.h'r er^ s sbfr\LbfK- 'ep')loJ
How didyou hear aboutthis meeting? Radio- Newspaper

Sigll'9
'Word of Mouth

CL

?1.Do you support thlProiect?
-'o [)ec*eq-x"*;

( rwil*
S (vt<

v(r.

LD{\r&cwt'*?

Was the location of the meeting conYenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a general location that is more cbnvenibnt to your communitSl

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

orllnsroh ltoqetl-d.J 6Aw, <?)Kt"aJ Owvcl^,rs o Wlrnb,s

Were your qrestions a:rswered by the DOT personnel? f^\.O , noru- Ajt rd '

Do you uuderstand the project after attending this meeting?

Please share your suggestions sa iriproving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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Georgia Dep artment of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRINT

STP-3213 (1) and STP-32tr3 (3)/BRMLS-3 213(s)
Bibb County

P.L Nurrbers- 350520 and 351130/351135

tql
Name
Address

l< tAt-'l 4 ?iL-tt:

Do you supPort the Projeet?

L Ar

IIow did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper

Signq

.:

was the rocation of the meeting convenient for you to attend? q ts
If uo, please suggest a generallocation that is more convenient to your community

u-
'was the time of the meetiug convenient for you to attend? 7A 3
If no, please suggest a time frame that is more eonvenient for you

Word of Mouth

'Were yoirr questions answered by the DOT personnelZ Qg-s

Do you uqderstand the projec t fiter.attending this rneetin g?

please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?



Georgia D epartment of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRINT

STP-3213(1) and STP-3213(3)ERMLE-3213(s)
Bibb County

P.I. Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351 135

lro
Name
Address

. Do you support the Project?

IIow did you hear aboutthis meeting? Radio Newspaper

Signq \,/ TVord of Mouth

'Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attenti? ,{a* '

I

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community

'Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

Were your sruestions answered by the DOT personnel?

Doyouqnderstandtheprojectafterattendingthismeeting?

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?


