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June 19, 2001 /38
Mr. Larry R. Dreihaup o . '

P.E. Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration
Atlanta Federal Center

61 Forsyth Street, SW, Suite 17T100
Atlanta, GA. 30303

Re. Forest Hill Road
Projects 8 & 9

Dear Mr. Dreihaup:

The purpose of this letter is to seek assistance from the FDOT. I
assume you are familar with the concept as Federal funding is avail-
able. Notwithstanding I attach hereto a description of the projects.
Should fruition result, the ultimate damage that homeowners will
sustain will be crucial and devastating. Georgia DOT contends more
lanes safer driving. If that were true Atlanta would be a haven for

safe driving which, unfortunately, is not true.

Attached hereto is a statement of comments on the proposed concept
which is self-explanatory. Should you find any false statement, please

advise. No reply I will assume the assessments are accurate, true
and proper.

One final statement quoting Justice Louis Brandeis of the United States
Supreme Court: "Experience should teach us to be more on guard to
protect liberty when the Government purposes are beneficial.... The
greatest danger to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of
zeal, well-meaning but without understanding.' Political prerogative
can be an instrument of destruction, and an erosion that is injurious

to the welfare and health of the people. Nothing is easier than glib
enthusiasm to spend money because of its availability. What is the
road improvement program all about? MONEY. Money to spend at the
expense of real property owners, and the health of people.

My thanks to you for listening.




Macon - Bibkh Tounty
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ANNOUNCEMENT:

The Macon-Bibb County Road Improvement Program and DOT
will conduct g Public Meeting June 11, 2001, from 4-7 p.m. at’
Springdale Elementary School located at 4965 Northside Drive.
At this meeting we will discuss Forest Hill Read improvements.
Displays, program officials and engineers will be present to assist
in discussing the project. For additional information, please
contact Steve Duval of the Macon-Bibb Cnuntv Road
Improvement Program at 478-755-0000.

Project No. Description of Project
5240-8&9 Forest Hill Road
8 Wimbish Road to Northside Drive. Three (3)

lanes urban, with curb & gutter, sidewalks on one
side, and storm drainage.

9 Forsyth Road to Wimbish Road. Four (4) lane
divided, urban, curb & gutter, sidewalks, and

| storm drainage

Maoreland Altobelli Associates, Inc. - Program Manager
912/755-0000 Fax 744-0778
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Forest Hill Road and Park Place are well established iesidential
areas respectively where peace and transquility is the norm, children
play in front yards, churches and schools are standard bearers. Each
is a historical area sustained by and for aesthetics, light traffic and
minimal pollution and noise.
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It appears that the primary purpose of the Northwest Parkway
Project is to direct traffic to the Macon Mall by increasing lanes on
said roads from two to four. This is an unreasonable assumption as
people wanting to go to the mall will travel just as fast and as often
as they desire on the current two lane’ roads. Thus it is an unwar=- ",
ranted conclusion that four lanes will increase and move traffic
faster.to the mall. :Two lane roadway is no deterrent: The current
design exceeds the bounds of sound reasoning, accountability, pru-
dence, and is totally illogical. The design masquerades as progress
when in fact it is retro-progress. Traffic control lights are the in-
hibitor to the movement of traffic. This is an axiom whether the
said roads are two or four lanes. In either instance: the time ele-
ment to the mall is comparable.

Page 2

The two lane roads have moved vehicular traffic safely and
adequately for the past century, and will continue moving traffic
for the next twenty-five years notwithstanding a prognosticator's
speculation of traffic increase by extrapolation. A monstrous lanes
increase is not warranted where the alleged traffic mcreasefspecu—
lative and reverberated time and time again by specxal interest group
who stands to profit therefrom.

The current design is ill-advised, unwise, and unwarranted in
that it creates more problems and dangerous conditions than it
solves. More lanes will inevitably result in moxre wrecks, personal
injuries, ihcrease in crime, decrease in property value, higher in-
surance rates, road discourtesy, death knell to the aesthetics of the
area, dangerous driving conditions, increase noise.from tractor-
trailer rigs, pollution, 'safety of children in yards, walking on side-
walks, if available, exiting from school busses, crossing multiple
lanes going to and from school and church, future maintenance and
a great financial burden and responsibility on the city, county and
taxpayers, assuming said governments agencies maintaiy said roads
~ in good and adequate condition for smooth and comfortable riding,
 excluding ruts, potholes and depressions. It is no misnomer to’
classify some of the roads in the city and county as " Trail of Tears'.

After thought subsequent to the consequences of dri.vi,hg irrespon-
sible which results in injuries to the person and property and death
is o virtue. For a benefit there must be a favorable result. Increased
lanes would be an unmitigated exploitation of residential property
without justifiable public benefit, and an increase .in enviromental problems.
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Macon is at the pivotal point of being in violation of federal

Page 3

clean-air standards. The Chairman of the Georgia Regional Transportation

Authority, Joel Cowan, advised Macon and Bibb County officials
tha't "Macon is very close to joining those metro Atlanta in failing
federal air standards''. (Macon Telegraph) More lanes, more
traffic, higher and reckless speed, thus more pollution and toxic
exposure, and more health problems.

Widening said roads will create an enviroment impact that is
harmful, hostile, and dangerous to good health. It ineluctably will
produce more noise, more smog, dangerous driving conditions,
and more pollution. '"The exposure to more pollution may be a
contributory factor to children suffering from asthmai1Carbon
monoxide level adjacent to a busy freeway or highway can be many times
higher than the city wide average''. (Macon Telegraph quoting
from professional authority) &

The design widening said roads is not vital to the economy of
the city or county. It willbe a future tax burden on the taxpayers.
The construction cost for the increased lanes could and should be
directed to benefit other necessitous, urgent and pressing avenue
of endeavor including the current disintegrated, neglected, crumbled,
and otherwise dilapidated roads, streets and sidewalks in the city

and county. Now is the time to improve that which has been neglected
for the past.decade if not longer.

The current design is arbitrary, capricious, and contravenes
reasonable implementation of the road improvement program.
Lanes in excess of two creates doubt, skepticism, and suspicion
in the eyes of the taxpaying public. Such constitutes public aversion.
Bigger is not necessarily better. Incidentally, the word "improve",
a verb, is defined as follows: '"to grade and drain (a road) and apply
surfacing material other than pavement''. (Webster's Ninth New

. Collegiate Dictionary)

The frequently used term "'moving traffic'' is merely ;;hetoric
in an attempt to justify the spending of available money to widen
roads when in fact money could be more wisely spent repairing and
improving current roads and sidewalks thatare ina deplorable
condition. The road program has not offered any reasonable tenet
in the way of empirical proof that wider roads moves traffic faster
and safer. Traffic control lights inhibits the faster theory. More
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vehicle crashes occur on multiple lanes than two lane roads.
Atlanta is a good example and the same is true in less congested
cities because of speed and following too close."''Since 1991
crashes and injuries in tetro Atlanta have increased by nearly
50 percent. In 1998, 571 people died in car wrecks, and 71, 347
people were injured - nearly 200per day''. (Associated Press)
"Pedestrian fatalities in Fulton County between:1994 and 1998
were 140; DeKalb County 1M4. This constitutes 13 percént
pedestrian fatality rate at the cost of speed and wide .roads''.
(Atlanta Constitution, August 15, 1999) The average stopping
distance of cars on dry level pavement going 45 miles per hour
is 154 feet; 125 feet going 40 miles per hour, and 188 feet going
50 miles per hour. At speed of 45 MPH a car travels 49 feet before
your foot touches the brakes amd 105 feet before the car comes to
a complete stop. At 40 MPH a car travels 44 feet before touching
the brakes and 81 feet before coming to a complete stop. .
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Acco:fmg to a report issued by the Surface Transportation
Policy Project on deaths attributed to aggressive driving (not
counting alcohol and drug related types) '"Macon has far higher
rate of aggressive driving deaths per one hundred thousand people
than Columbus or Savannah. Higher than congested road-tangled .
Atlanta. Much higher (can you believe; New York City''. (Macon"
Telegraph)

Public‘fcriticism of the road improvement program should
not go unnoticed. The public disdainfulness is appropriately ex-
pressed as quoted in sundry articles.

""The idea that anyone, at any level of government, can plan how
people will or should live 10, 25 or 50 years in the futureris
ridiculous'. (Perspective, Macon Telegraph)

"Bigger and wider is not necessarily better. Narrower and more
congested can actually be faster and a lot more pleasant".=:'_.-lMacon
Telegraph) A
""The illusion of free federal money, Pool wrote recently, ffan
Economists)...leads to decisions that would not have been taken
were the local agency having to make the most cost-effective use
of its own resources....The idea that people in Washington can
plan a national road system is utter nonsense''. ( U.S. News and
World Report)
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Gabriel Roth, author of Roads in a Market Economy, calls the
current system (road improvement) a '"recipe for waste''.
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"It seems our road program is more concerned with how much
concrete it can pour than with the wishes of the citizens who are
paying for part of the pouring.... We must save suburbia from
too much concrete''. (Macon Telegraph)

"When-the current projects were first proposed, I seem to rec. 11
the slogan, Progress not.Potholes. The rape of neighborhoods is
not progress. Nor selling the soul of a city for state and federal
funds. What it amounts to is a forced eviction of many families!'!,
(Letter to Editor, by a College Professor, Macon Telegraph)

""Moreland Altobelli is here to help us spend money on roads.
Neither economy nor aesthetics seem a part of its mission.
Widening Forest Hill Road from two to a maximum of six (how
four)lanes is economically unsound, wasteful, damaging to health
and property, and a destruction of the aesthetics of the area' .-
(Ltr. to Editor, Macon Telegraph)

"Contrary to poplar opinion, not all growth, even job growth, is
good. Exciting projects like New Town Macon and Ocmulgee Green-
way are counterbalanced by unchecked construction, business
expansion-atid road building and widening projects destroy the
enviroment, .displace people, create pollution and promote con-
sumption at‘ever-increasing levels to the detriment of the well-
being of the community and all its inhabitants", (Minister, article
in Macon Telegraph)

Chief Justice Marshall: "' The power to tax involves the power to
destroy! Paraphrasing in part Thomas Jefferson: ""A mants
freedomand property are never more in jeopardy than when Con-
‘gress is in session'', and I will add when politicians have federal
and state funds to spend in accordance with and direction of the
respective governmental agencies.

""Nothing is easier than expenditure of public funds. ... The temp-
tation is overwhelming to bestore it on somebody'". ‘President
Calvin Coolidge) '
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Giving due, reasonable and adequate consideration to the issues
involved, it is readily perceptible that the design widening said roads
to four (or three) lanes is out of sync with common sense and pru-
dence. The overriding consideration is money and dictatorial man-
dates from the Federal and State Department of Transportation.

The growth of big government is the power to destroy the WLll of

_ the people. Let us not secund to the former.

Think about it.

_ 38'62 The Prado
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Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?




June 7, 2001 / g

Mr. Larry R. Dreihaup, P.E. Division Administrator
Federal Highway Administration

Atlanta Federal Center, 61 Forsyth Street, SW

Suite 17T100

Atlanta, GA 30303

RE: Proposed projects 8 and 9, Forest Hill Road, Macon, Georgia
Dear Sir:

As a longtime resident of the Forest Hill Road area of Macon, I feel it is my
responsibility to express my serious concerns over the proposed projects 8 and 9
referenced above. The impact of the “preferred alternative” on the 39 residents fronting
Forest Hill Road and the hundreds of residents on either side is unacceptable. Please
consider the following points:

e The four-lane segment from Wimbish Road to Vineville will drastically alter the

residential character of the area.

o The closure of Overlook Avenue, The Prado and Drury Drive would create undue
congestion in the Riverdale, Albermarle, Belvedere and Ridge Avenue and cause
delays in the arrival of police and emergency services.

The encouragement of traffic through Northside Drive to I-75 is a much better
alternative as an arterial thoroughfare due to the fact that the residential impact
would be much less in this scenario.
e Forest Hill Road should be modified to add turn lines and sidewalks to decrease
congestion and to provide non-vehicular alternatives.
The most dangerous result of the proposed concepts is the damage suffered by owners of
real property contiguous to Forest Hill Road, surrounding sub-divisions, environmental
impact, health problems, due in part to choking, air pollution, and destruction of home
life in a peaceful neighborhood. Good health is a priceless institution. The following
are cognitive facts. Environmental impact is a multifarious term, and, under the current
concepts, includes the following: more lanes, more wrecks, increased speed, personal
injuries or deaths, increased crime, decreased real property value, higher insurance rates
road discourtesy and rage, loss of trees, dangerous driving conditions, increased noise
from tractor trailer rigs, pollution which increases the instance of disease, safety of
children exiting school buses and having to cross multiple lanes, and crossing multiple
lanes going to and from school and church.

®

2

If this project is approved, the philosophy of sacrificing established residential areas to
accommodate suburban sprawl would be reinforced; the heart of Macon, and the quality
of life in mature residential areas would be further eroded. Thank you in advance for
your decision not to approve this plan!
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How did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper

Signs v -~ Word of Mouth

LeMer.

Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend?

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

Were youi‘ questions answered by the DOT personnel? /)(//5

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
,Ze {08 jﬂd’w/ J] L{f—/- Gy /s -

[ . CA.'“—L[



June 7, 2001 / ‘/ ﬂ

Mr. Harvey D. Keepler

State Environmental/Location Engineer
Georgia Department of Transportation
3993 Aviation Circle

Atlanta, GA 30336

RE: Proposed projects 8 and 9, Forest Hill Road, Macon, Georgia

Dear Sir:

As a longtime resident of the Forest Hill Road area of Macon, I feel it is my
responsibility to express my serious concerns over the proposed projects 8 and 9
referenced above. The impact of the “preferred alternative” on the 39 residents fronting
Forest Hill Road and the hundreds of residents on either side is unacceptable. Please
consider the following points:

e The four-lane segment from Wimbish Road to Vineville will drastically alter the
residential character of the area.
e The closure of Overlook Avenue, The Prado and Drury Drive would create undue
congestion in the Riverdale, Albermarle, Belvedere and Ridge Avenue and cause
delays in the arrival of police and emergency services.
The encouragement of traffic through Northside Drive to I-75 is a much better
alternative as an arterial thoroughfare due to the fact that the residential impact
would be much less in this scenario.
e Forest Hill Road should be modified to add turn lines and sidewalks to decrease
congestion and to provide non-vehicular alternatives.
The most dangerous result of the proposed concepts is the damage suffered by owners of
real property contiguous to Forest Hill Road, surrounding sub-divisions, environmental
impact, health problems, due in part to choking, air pollution, and destruction of home
life in a peaceful neighborhood. Good health is a priceless institution. The following
are cognitive facts. Environmental impact is a multifarious term, and, under the current
concepts, includes the following: more lanes, more wrecks, increased speed, personal
injuries or deaths, increased crime, decreased real property value, higher insurance rates,
road discourtesy and rage, loss of trees, dangerous driving conditions, increased noise
from tractor trailer rigs, pollution which increases the instance of disease, safety of
children exiting school buses and having to cross multiple lanes, and crossing multiple
lanes going to and from school and church.

If this project is approved, the philosophy of sacrificing established residential areas to
accommodate suburban sprawl would be reinforced; the heart of Macon, and the quality
of life in mature residential areas would be further eroded. Thank you in advance for
your decision not to approve this plan!
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Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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