Date: June 11, 2001 ;

Macon Bibb County Road Improvement Program

DOT

C/O Mr. Steve Duvall ?

~ Dear Mr. Duval,

It saddens me to read about the proposed changes for Forest Hill. This is one of the
oldest, most established areas in Macon. These changes would impact the whole area by
an increase in traffic, noise, pollution and a loss of property values. We read in the paper
of the flight to the suburbs, which will destroy the tax base for the city, and we wonder
why it happens. This is just one of the reasons. The people that live in this section of
town do so because of their love for an old fashioned neighborhood. A place where
neighbors are close and it’s safe for their children to play. The houses are older and
expensive to upkeep but that is secondary to the beauty of the area.

This expansion and the proposal of cul de sacs will only redirect traffic through all of
the side streets in this area. This is not what the people that live in this area want or need.
An article written in the Macon Telegraph under “Another View” by Daniel P. Feshin
offers an excellent alternative to this proposal and should be considered. Please consider
carefully the long-term effect this change would mean for Macon and it’s inner city
residents and property owners. We need to keep our inner city strong.

Sincerely,

 Susie an ichard Guerreiro
3388 Osborne PIl.
Macon, Ga. 31204
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Janis 1. Haley -
148 Qakhaven Avenue
Macon, GA 31204-2924 Z

Telephone: 912-745-3805 ' Fax: 912-745-7942
' email: jhaley@mylink.net

June 9, 2001

Harvey D. Keepler

State Environmental/Location Engineer
Georgia Department of Transportation
3993 Aviation Circle

Atlanta, GA 30336

Dear Mr. Keepler,

I am writing to express my concern over the plans for road improvements and road widening
projects in Macon, Georgia including, but not limited to, DOT plans for widening Forest Hill Road.

I have spent some time reviewing the alternatives presented and I am very concerned over the fact
that you have only offered 2 aiternatives; the 4-lane divided option or nothing at all. The 4-lane

divided alternative is far too intrusive for this residential neighborhood and is an extreme over-build
as far as I and my neighbors are concerned. If the only other choice is nothing, we choose nothing.

Having said that, I encourage you and your engineers to go back to the drawing board and make
some effort to find a creative, efficient and neighborhood friendly way of improving this and other
road projects in Macon and Bibb County. We are not backward idots as you seem to think we are.
We travel and study and know that many States have mandated less intrusive alternatives to those
you are suggesting are the only alternatives.

Please don’t make us fight and micro-manage every project down here. The message is this: We
value our residential neighborhoods and we are not willing to sacrifice the tranquility of our city for
what you or developers might consider to be “progress”. We have an opportunity to become a
model for controlled and planned growth. We hope that you will use this opportunity to show the
people of Georgia and the whole country that DOT is a service to the tax payors of the State. As
such, you can listen and learn and evolve - to develop roads that add to, not take away from, the
quality of life in Georgia. -

Thank you.
Sincerely, . '

N4 y{a%/
Janis 1. Haley

Cc: Larry R, Dreihaup, Division Administrator
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There was no “Project Design Team” on this project

The TAC of the RIP that includes a voting member from GaDOT, voted to employ a
project design team on all controversial projects in the RIP. Forest Hill Road has always
been a part of the RIP (and a contested part at that)., This is clearly a project that should
have this kind of interaction with the stakeholders in the community. In violation of this
agreement, no project design team was empanelled for Forest Hill Road. No EA should
be approved until this process has been completed. Any alternatives promulgated by this
team should be added to a future draft EA and resubmitted for public comment.

The plan was misrepresented to the Citizen’s Advisory Committee to the MATS.

At the CAC meeting prior to the public meeting, the only page given to members to
consider was the 3-lane section of this project. Why wasn’t the entire project on the
agenda? The CAC is given certain responsibilities by the Federal Highway
Administration, and they are unable to carry them out if the are given incomplete

information. This is part of a pattern of problems that citizens see in this community with
the MATS program. - |

The Plan does not accurately reflect population changes

The population in Bibb County has been stable with negligible growth for the last 10
years. Future projections do not see this changing. There will be no increase in traffic
volumes due to population increases. The area is already built almost to capacity, and
there is very little traffic that can come from new development. These measurable and
observable facts are not considered in the EA.

The EA does not address all geographic data

There is a creek missing on the project plan. This is very significant as it represents a
clear environmental threat, and a threat to the property owner. No plan should be
approved unless it ACCURATETLY reflects all known physical and demographic
information. Are there other creeks missing too? What else is missing? This omission
casts doubt on the ability of the consultants to do an adequate job on an EA.
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‘Were your questions answered by the DOT personnei? 7@ g
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Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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Bow did you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper
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Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? %@ <

If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Vg S

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you
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Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel?
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Do you understand the project after attending this meeting?

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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June 17, 2001

Department of Transportation State of Georgia
#2 Capitol Square, S.W.
Atlanta, Ga. 30334-1002

Subject: Forest Hill Road, Bibb County, Ga. (STP 3213(1) and STP-3213(3)/BRMLB-
3213(5), P.I Nos. 350520 and 351130/351135

To Whom It May Concern:

* We opposed the Forest Hill Road project for the followmg reasons:

—_—

Because it will increase traffic

It would encourage speeders, this will increase accidents, and in turn this
would increase the severity of injuries in an accident.

It would take the beauty from the historic neighborhood, and cause a lot of the
people in the area a lot of problems with the increase of the traffic

It will increase the noise and pollution levels

It would increase more traffic onto the side streets creating new and dangerous
conditions on roads that are now safe. ‘

Access by emergency services (ambulance, fire, and police) to Overlook
Avenue, The Prado, Drury Drive, and the greater Overlook area will be
seriously compromised by proposed road closures and cul-de-sacs.

We don’t think the frequency of accidents would decrease with the addition of
turn lanes, because you will have a big increase of traffic flow, and in turn the
probability of an accident will increase. Because, the rear-end collisions are
caused by people not paying attention, and if you put more lanes in the area it
will encouraged more hot rod drivers.

Also, after seeing many roads being widened in the Middle Georgia area and
in the Macon area the projects are never completed on time, the roads are not
drained properly, mostly like the first contractor will not cotnplete the job.
The whole area will be muddy due to poor plannings, they will be hitting gas
and water lines. They will knock down electrical lines and cause power
outages. If you don’t believe me, just check out the history of when they
widening Northside Drive. Everything that could go wrong went wrong.
Also, check your records on the roadwork that was done on Log Cabin. It
took over a year, and the first contractor didn’t know what they were doing,
and finally someone recognized it, and got another contractor to do the work.

This was a waste of our tax money and a lot of problems with the traffic for
10 reason.
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In sumniaxy, let keep Forest Hill Road as is, and let the people who would
want to go to other part of the town use Riverside Drive, Northside Drive or I-75
to get where they are going, instead of taking short cuts through our area.

If you have any questions, please call us at (478) 477-9676. Our address is
1247 Normandy Road, Macon, Ga. 31210. Our final thought is that we are always

for progress, however there is a time and place for everything, . '

Sincerely yours,
N oelly o Mickoof fuctd

Curtis, Becky & Michael Heath
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Department of Transportation State of Georgia
#2 Capitol Square, S.W.
Atlanta, Ga. 30334-1002

Subject: Forest Hill Road, Bibb County, Ga. (STP-3213(1) and STP-3213(3)/BRMLB-
3213(5), P.1. Nos. 350520 and 351130/351135

To Whom It May Concern:

We opposed the Forest Hill Road project for the followmg reasons:
.- Because it will increase traffic

- It would encourage speeders, this will i increase accidents, and in turn this
would increase the severity of injuries in an accident.

- Tt would take the beauty from the historic neighborhood, and cause a lot of the
people in the area a lot of problems with the increase of the traffic

- It will increase the noise and pollution levels

- It would increase more traffic onto the side streets creating new and dangerous
conditions on roads that are now safe.

- Access by emergency services (ambulance, fire, and police) to Overlook
Avenue, The Prado, Drury Drive, and the greater Overlock area will be
seriously compromised by proposed road closures and cul-de-sacs.

- We don’t think the frequency of accidents would decrease with the addition of .
turn lanes, because you will have a big increase of traffic flow, and in tum the
probability of an accident will increase. Because, the rear-end collisions are
caused by people not paying attention, and if you put more lanes in the area it
will encouraged more hot rod drivers.

- Also, after seeing many roads being widened in the Middle Georgia area and |
in the Macon area the projects are never completed on time, the roads are not
drained properly, mostly like the first contractor will not complete the job.
The whole area will be muddy due to poor plannings, they will be hitting gas
and water lines. They will knock down electrical lines and cause power
outages. If you don’t believe me, just check out the history of when they
widening Northside Drive. Everything that could go wrong went wrong,
Also, check your records on the roadwork that was done on Log Cabin. It
took over a year, and the first contractor didn’t know what they were doing,
and finally someone recognized it, and got another contractor to do the work.

This was a waste of our tax money and a lot of problems with the traffic for
1O reason. -
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In summary, let keep Forest Hill Road as is, and let the people who would
want to go to other part of the town use Riverside Drive, Northside Drive or I-75
to get where they are going, instead of taking short cuts through our area.

If you have any questions, please call us at (478) 477-9676. Our address is
1247 Normandy Road, Macon, Ga. 31210, Our final thought is that we are always
for progress, however there is a time and place for everything.

Sincerely yours,
‘&%& W M

Curtis, Becky & Michael Heath



STP-3213(1) and STP—3213(3)/BRMLB-3213(5)

- Bibb County
P.I. Numbers- 350520 and 351130/351135

Georgia Department of Transportation
Public Meeting Comment Card

PLEASE PRINT ; i

Name DC\W\ m1n_\' “e—d k_,cauv'\ \Ammw:b
Address 1ot N1 P, '

MYaca~ IC”)R. AR

f
Do you support the project? Noo .

Comments T vrand yoads  Suemerd  SrafCie elCeMuar,  ard
F\nr e S g V= ol Lo~ Ce E..yg,ﬂ’:vx S\ A oo NAA Qm}—g_

e (Y\w\d\m’\s Iy N e AN SN wams, Pleasse Oii s a\\waAW
A A\~ (&Vaquga\ ;‘J\\-w\‘

How did you hear about this meeting? Radio 4 ‘ Newspaper
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Was the location of the meeting convenient for you to attend? \porn
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If no, please suggest a general location that is more convenient to your community
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Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? %@A

Do you understand the project after attending this meeting? _ 252

Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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ﬂow cuu you hear about this meeting? Radio Newspaper
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Wés the.locati'oin of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Ve i)

If no, please suggést a general location that is more convenient to your community

Was the time of the meeting convenient for you to attend? Vé f

If no, please suggest a time frame that is more convenient for you

Were your questions answered by the DOT personnel? >/ ar
Do you understand the project after' attending this meeting? Y éf
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Please share your suggestions on improving the way Georgia DOT conducts public meetings?
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